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The Griffin

From the Outgoing Squadron Commander
Captain John G. O’Meara

Griffins,
It's been a great honor and pleasure to be the Commander for
the past 4 years, but especially for the past year. We've grown,
we've improved, and we've set good precedent for the coming
years. We've got a great new cadet flight, who are poised for
bright futures. For our Seniors, we've worked well together as
a team, and even more importantly, responded well to a Real
World Mission. As we move into 2018, I believe that the Squadron will be well served by Lt Onesti taking command, backed
TSgt Kenny (and his penchant for analytics and timely advice),
and the rest of the staff that served me so well over the past
year (and a little more, for the 1001 members). His enthusiasm
for CAP shows, and I believe it will continue to benefit the
Squadron in a Leadership Role. He could not ask for a better
staff, either: When I attended Commander's Calls, I would tell
the Wing Commander after he'd compliment 1007: "It's not me,
sir. These guys make me look good." For myself, while I look
forward to serving at the Group Level, and serving all the
Squadrons, I will "keep my office" at 1007, and do my best to
help guide the new Command Team moving forward. I wish
everyone the best in 2018!
Aim High,
Captain O'Meara
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From the Incoming Squadron Commander
CAP EDUCATION

Currently there
are no official CAP
Education Courses
Posted.
Utilize the LMS in
E-Services to work
on your SQTR &
On-Line Courses.
Contact
Lt. Gotlieb for
more help

1st Lt. Christopher Onesti, Squadron Commander
I am honored and humbled to be appointed as the commander of Squadron 1007. Firstly, thank you, to my
predecessor: Capt. O’Meara. He has
been a tireless leader and his devotion to our Squadron is contagious.
Thank you to all our senior members
for your commitment and dedication
to serve our community, state and
nation through your efforts at our
unit. To our cadets, you are the heart
of Civil Air Patrol and our unit. Be assured that the senior staff has
worked, and will continue to work, to
provide the absolute best Cadet Program possible. We are all invested in
your future success and growth to
become the leaders of tomorrow. No
matter where your future leads, the
leadership experience, technical training and experience CAP has to offer
you, will be invaluable.
In the coming months and years, will
we work together as a Squadron to
reach new heights of proficiency, development, training and resilience.
For unit members interested in Aerospace and STEM, we will have training
for aircrews, orientation flights and
STEM kits. We are also planning to
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who have birthdays
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incorporate AE/STEM trips in the near
future. For ES interested members,
we will have training available in
ground team and the full spectrum of
emergency services, at the unit and at
Hawk Mountain. We are also working
with Delaware County Emergency
Management to become more integrated with their operations to be a
better resource for our local community.
There are some exciting changes coming, including a new meeting location.
We are in talks with multiple impressive potential hosts in our county.
This change will give us more flexibility as a unit to practice field operations and have more space to have
compelling weekly meetings.
Thank you all for your service and
dedication! I look forward to ensuring
you are getting the most out of your
service, whether you have been a
member for less than a year or if you
have many decades of duty completed.

From the Desk of the Squadron NCO

TSgt. Bradley Kenney, Deputy Commander of Cadets
Happy New Year, Griffins!

that role. All Soldiers are entitled to
outstanding leadership; I will provide
I wanted to take put on my squadron
that leadership. I know my Soldiers and I
NCO hat for this edition of the newletter will always place their needs above my
to go over some of the roles that NCOs own. I will communicate consistently
have in our military. While these
with my Soldiers and never leave them
thoughts will be useful for the entirety
uninformed. I will be fair and impartial
of the Griffin community - the cadet
when recommending both rewards and
may find them most beneficial as they
punishment.
will one day become CAP cadet NCOs.
Officers of my
Let's start with
unit will have
the US Army's
maximum time
NCO creed
to accomplish
(creed: n. a set
their duties;
of beliefs or
they will not
aims that guide
have to accomsomeone's acplish mine. I will
tions).
earn their respect and confi'''
dence as well as
No one is more
that of my Solprofessional
diers. I will be
than I. I am a
loyal to those
noncommiswith whom I
sioned officer, a
serve; seniors,
leader of Solpeers, and subdiers. As a nonordinates alike.
commissioned officer, I realize that I am I will exercise initiative by taking approa member of a time honored corps,
priate action in the absence of orders. I
which is known as "The Backbone of the will not compromise my integrity, nor
Army". I am proud of the Corps of non- my moral courage. I will not forget, nor
commissioned officers and will at all
will I allow my comrades to forget that
times conduct myself so as to bring
we are professionals, noncommissioned
credit upon the Corps, the military ser- officers, leaders!
vice and my country regardless of the
'''
situation in which I find myself. I will not
use my grade or position to attain pleas- Besides the cleverness that the starting
ure, profit, or personal safety.
letters of the three paragraphs spell N-C
-O, what I want you to take from this
Competence is my watchword. My two statement is the acceptance of responsibasic responsibilities will always be up- bility. In our military, NCOs are more
permost in my mind—accomplishment than just folks who carry out their
of my mission and the welfare of my
officer's commands. They are the first
Soldiers. I will strive to remain technical- line leaders - charged with accomplishly and tactically proficient. I am aware of ing the mission and responsible for the
my role as a noncommissioned officer. I well being of their subordinates.
will fulfill my responsibilities inherent in

Cyber-Security
2nd Lt. Richard Laskowski

Google, Facebook, Twitter,
Snaochat, Myspace, Whisper, Kik the list of social
media and places to put
your personal information
and image is growing daily.
As we venture into the digital realm please make sure
you are careful about what
you are putting about yourself, and your images. People are sometimes not what
they seem when they go on
-line.
Cadets, make sure you have
your parents permission
before making a profile for
yourself on any social media
site and do not share personal information that will
put your safety at jeopardy.
If you have any questions or
concerns please talk to your
parents and if you need
further assistance please
contact our command staff.

3

The Griffin
National Commander
Maj. Gen. M. Smith
Northeast Regional Commander
Col. J. Ozer
Wing Commander
Col. G. Fleming
Group Commander
Maj. L. Herr
Squadron Commander
1LT. Christopher Onesti
Deputy Commander for Seniors
1st Lt. W. Gotlieb
Deputy Commander for Cadets
TSgt B. Kenny
Element Leader
C/A1C C. Savukinas
First Sergeant
C/SMSgt D. Orr
Senior Members
Lt. Col. E. Altzman
Lt. Col . S. Altzman
Lt. Col. J. White
Maj. N. Walters
Capt. J. O’Meara
1st Lt. S. Castellano
1st Lt. F. Townsend
2nd Lt. R. Laskowski
2nd Lt. C. Maddux
2nd Lt. S. Orr
2nd Lt. A. Zagame
FO R. Hanson
SM C. Ford
SM J. Papakonstantinou
Cadet Members
C/A1C T. Corbin
C/A1C J. Maddux
C/Amn Leonard
C/Amn O. Traore
Cadet K. Papakonstantinou
Cadet V. Perkis
Squadron Headquarters
155 Lexington Ave
Lansdowne, PA 19050
Emergency Services Training Annex
109 East Amosland Road
Norwood, PA 19074

CAP MISSION STATEMENT
Supporting America's communities with emergency
response, diverse aviation
and ground services, youth
development, and promotion of air, space and cyber
power.
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Aerospace Education - Cal Vin & The Vin Fiz
Written By: 2Lt. Charles Maddux
So, you think flying is dangerous?
Modern commercial aviation – especially in America – has reached a
new level of safety unparalleled by
any transportation method in the
history of mankind. It is often
said that the
drive to the airport is the most
dangerous part
of any flight –
and that’s certainly true – but
did you know
that more people die of natural causes while flying (heart attack, stroke, etc.) than
from airplane crashes? It’s true.
It’s also true that general aviation –
private pilots in particular – is not
as safe as commercial aviation, but
is still comparable to automobile
travel for its safety record. This was
not always the case, however. Flying has come a long ways from its
early days. An excerpt from “The
Aviators” by Winston Groom illustrates this point clearly:
In the years immediately
after the Wright Brothers …
a frenzy of airplane makers
cropped up. But flying remained an exceptionally
dangerous occupation.
Take the case of Cal Rodgers. Rodgers was a daredevil of the highest order
with only sixty flying hours
to his name. On September
17, 1911, [eight years after
the Wright Brothers] the ex

-University of Virginia football star attempted a coastto-coast flight in a quest for
a $50,000 prize offered by
the newspaper owner William Randolph Hearst
to the first person to
fly from New York to
California in thirty
days or less.
Wearing a business
suit and tie, with a
cigar clamped between his teeth, the
handsome 32-year-old
Rodgers climbed into
the bucket seat on the
forward edge of the
wings and took off from the
infield of a horse track in
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn.
Most people thought he
was mad, and the line from
the New York bookies said
he wouldn’t make it past
the Hudson River. Backed
by funding from the Armour meat packing house,
Rodgers named his 35horsepower cloth covered
biplane Vin Fiz for a grape
soda manufactured by an
Armour subsidiary, and
plastered the name all over
the wings and tail, thus becoming America’s first flying billboard. Airports did
not exist in those days and
most pilots landed in
farmer’s fields. There were
no fueling stations or navigational aids either, so flying was strictly seat-of-thepants.
Continued on page 10

From the Deputy Commander for Seniors
Maj.. N. Walters, CAP
Well as 2017 draws to a close I wanted
to reflect on the year a little bit. 2017
has
been a busy and productive year for the
squadron. The highlight, in my mind,
was our
first awards banquet held in November.
This was a terrific event for the members and
their families to
come together
eat, socialize,
and be recognized for their
achievements
throughout the
year. We had
senior and cadet
members get
promoted. Congratulations
to all. Members
were recognized
for their achievements as well, case in point for saving
New Jersey’ collective butt during the
SAREVAL. Good work to our ground
team and
those guys with the expensive toys. Just
kidding, our scanners and observers did
a
great job also and let’s not forget the
mission base staff. In looking ahead to
2018 with
any luck and with the relentlessly hard
work of our staff we will have many
more
awards, promotions, and recognition
for next year’s banquet.
Another highlight of 2017 was the successful running of the Great Start program
and the development of a great recruiting campaign. WE have grown and
continue to do

so. We are, although slowly but steadily, adding new members and growing
our
squadron. A special thanks goes to both
1LT Chris Onesti and Tsgt Brad Kenny
for
putting in the time and effort to build
and develop a spectacular cadet program that we
as a squadron can
be proud of. Not
only has a cadet
program been built,
the cadets
themselves should
be proud. Thanks to
our cadets for dragging their parents
into the
program. It is with
this effort we have a
returning member
and pilot. Welcome
home
Charles Maddux. Soon we’ll have the
old band back together.
Throughout the year we have also done
great work in the public relations and
networking departments. We have
made contacts with everyone from
school
administrators, local merchants, to local
government. We have been able to
secure
resources and get our collective feet in
doors around the county. People are
seeing us
and starting to recognize us. This can
only be a good thing. We have also
been active
on social media. 2018 can only bring us
further success and recognition for our
work in
our communities.

PROMOTIONS
Griffin Times
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Col. D. Leclair
Wing Commander
Col. G. Fleming
Group Commander
Maj. V. Mc Beth
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BRADLEY KENNY
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155 Lexington Ave
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CAP MISSION STATEMENT
Supporting America's communities with emergency
response, diverse aviation
and ground services, youth
development,
and promoOUMARE TRAORE
tion of air, space and cyber
OLIVIApower.
LEONARD
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Setting Goals
1Lt. Wayne Gotlieb

With the start of
the new year,
take the time to
reflect on 2017.
Did you accom-

plish all your
goals you set for
yourself?
Where your
goals obtainable?

My First O-Flight Experience
C/A1C Julia Maddux

C/Amn Savukinas and I had our first O-Flight in Chester county.
When we arrived at the airport, Lt Damle gave us a brief instruction on things such as pitch,yaw, roll, upwind, downwind, sterile
cockpit, and flight patterns. As we started out towards the CAP airplane, the Signature Aviation dispatcher started calling the police
and fire department. There was a Cessna, business jet crashed into
a hill! We quickly went to see what had happened, to find out that
the brakes had failed on the airplane, and the pilot had to swerve
to miss the three parked gas trucks. No one was hurt, luckily, but
the the almost-victims were definitely shaken. After that, we
helped Lt Damle with his preflight checklist, making sure the airplane was sound, and ready to fly.In the air our pilot taught us how
to keep the plane level, especially while turning. Then he handed
to controls over to us. I flew on the way to Lancaster, practicing
turns and staying at the same altitude. Cadet Sav((Again)) flew us
back, and I was in the back seat. We landed smoothly in sterile
cockpit, and brought the plane back to the hangar. To conclude
our O-Flight, Lt Damle helped us clean up the airplane and walked
us back to our ride.

Take a moment

to look at yourself, your career,
Only You can
make the changes you need to
be more successful.

C/A1C Julia Maddux & C/A1C Sauvikinas at the Orientation Flight
Photo Credit: 2LT C. Madduz

6

Preparing for Winter Weather
FO Robert Hanson
With the winter season upon us it is
important that we make sure we are
prepared to deal with cold weather
and snow both in our daily lives and
during a search and rescue mission.
The best way
to make dealing with winter
weather easier
is to prepare in
advance, so
there is no
better time
than right now
to get started.
Your Home:
All of us live
somewhere
and so it’s important that
we start by making sure our homes
are ready in the event of a snow or
ice storm. First, it is important to
keep up with regular maintenance
throughout the year so that you’re
not left dealing with a broken heater
when you need it most. For the
most part our homes are ready to
deal with cold weather but making
sure that you have some of these
items will make it a lot easier to stay
warm and safe in the event of a
power outage due to a storm. DO
NOT wait until a storm is in the forecast to start getting these items because they will most likely be sold
out of local stores.
Keep salt and shovels on
hand throughout
winter.
Extra Blankets
(preferably wool)
Consider a small generator and fuel

OUTSIDE TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES
Space Heater(s)
Flashlights and Batteries
Extra canned/
nonperishable food

Your Car:
Keeping your car
ready for winter
weather is potentially the
most important
part of winter
preparations
because we are
most vulnerable
to winter weather while in our
cars. Making
sure you’ve
made the right
preparations can
help you in anything from getting
stuck at work/school or stuck on a
highway and having to spend the
night with just what you have in
your car. In addition to personal
emergencies, your vehicle may be
needed on a SAR or DR mission and
there may not be extra time to get it
ready for cold weather. As with the
preparations with your home, the
first step is keeping up on maintenance so you can avoid the most
common problems. Think about
adding these items in addition to
the normal equipment (jumper cables, etc.) you already keep in your
car:
Small shovel
Ice scraper
Extra warm clothes and
winter boots
Wool blankets
Hand warmers
Cont. on pg 11

January 2018
17
G-191
EOC Workshop
Bucks County

February 2018
5-7
ICS 300
Mansfield
University
6-8
L973
Finance Section
Chief
Mansfield
University
8-9
ICS 400
Mansfield
University
10
G-191
Montgomery
County

March 2018
6-7
PER335
Critical Decision
Making for Complex Coordinated
Attacks
Montgomery
County
20-21
G318
Hazard Mitigation
Planning

PA State Fire
Academy
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Wreaths Across America
RECENT PROMOTIONS
&
AWARDS
OPERATION
QUALIFICATIONS
GROUND TEAM LEADER

1ST LT. CHRISTOPHER ONESTI

1st Lt. CHRISTOPHER O’MEARA

SM Jennie Papakonstantinou

TECHNICIAN
LT. Wayne Gotlieb
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Cadet Konstantine Papakonstantinou
We have recently gone to the
Wreaths across America event.
This is an event hosted yearly,
and made to honor all Veterans
fallen, and Lost in action. This
was a wonderful experience, as
we heard a wonderful speech,
and took a moment of silence
for the Veterans that put their
Lives on
the line
and died
to Protect us
and our
Freedoms. It
is definitely to
at least
visit this
cemetery
once, to
show Respect and
honor to the fallen. It’s always
important to thank people for
there Service, and maybe one
day that individual won’t be
around to hear it. Veterans have
done so much for us, and It is
very emotional due to the fact
that there are so many Veterans
out there, Fallen, Lost in action,
and even more. As a speech
went on, I thought to myself,
“Thank you Veterans for all that
you have done for us, putting
your lives on the line for us.”
Every time you go to sleep at
night, you know that Veterans

will always have your back. I felt
Thankful every second as we lay
Wreaths on every soldier's
grave. If you take the time to
think, you will come up with millions of ways that Veterans have
sacrificed their lives for us. We
went one by one, Stating the
names of the fallen, and keeping
them in
mind as
heroes, as
saviors.
This is a
wonderful
place to
visit, to
Thank the
Veterans
for all
they have
done to
serve our
country. I
can honestly say that I felt emotional
while laying Wreaths. One of the
best ways to thank a Veteran is
by laying Wreaths, and it does
mean a lot, and they know even
more what they did helped interpret Safety to all. This will
definitely want to be on your list
of Best places to visit.

DC for Seniors– Continued
In looking ahead to 2018 we have lots
of opportunities to do more. For example,
we have
the winter
survival
school in
February.
This is a
great winter survival
and SAR
training
experience.
1LT Gotlieb
and Maj.
Walters
have
planned a
dynamic
and
hopefully
useful ES
training
curriculum
for the year
including
both classroom training
and overnight field
training. We have the group conference in January and the Wing
conference in the spring. Both provide a great opportunity to meet
members from other
squadrons and areas as well as learn
new and interesting ways of doing
things. In a
mere few months we will be in NCSA
season which promises to provide our
cadets
valuable experiences that they will
always remember. There is a lot in
the works for our

squadron and 2018 looks to be a
promising and exciting year. One of
the more
promising
highlights,
or the one I
am looking
forward to,
is the development
of our
emergency
operations
center at
the Squadron 1007 ES
Annex in
Norwood.
This facility
when completed will
be a premiere ES facility to train
and execute missions out
of. Stay
tuned folks
we have a
lot in the
works and a lot to do but believe me
when I say IT WILL
BE GREAT. So as 2017 winds down I
leave you with Happy Holidays and as
2018
ramps up let’s hit it hard and be all
we can be. So here’s to the start of
2018 and the
future of Squadron 1007 the coming
example to the group and the envy of
the wing.

My Great Start
C/A1C Omare Traore

Great Start is a course that
every new cadet that
comes into Civil Air Patrol
has to go through. Great
Start is basically a course
that teaches new Civil Air
Patrol members about how
to be a cadet. If someone
would ask me what does
being a cadet mean to me,
I would respond; Being a
cadet means setting the
example for others, leading
others, showing respect
and integrity, working as a
team, striving for excellence, and helping those
when needed. Being a cadet in Civil Air Patrol
doesn’t only mean that
you’re serving your country, it means that you’re a
part of a team, a team that
doesn’t quit, that strives to
do its best, placing service
before self, and doing
what’s right, and what
makes being a cadet more
special, is being able to
make friendship that can
last for a lifetime.
9

Aerospace Education Continued

WELCOME
TO
NEW
MEMBERS
SM M. Callahan
Cadet K.
Papakonstantinou
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Rodgers planned to follow railroad
tracks – what pilots of the day
called the “iron compass” – to California. To improve his chances, he
persuaded Armour to arrange for a
special three-car train to accompany the Vin Fiz, complete with a Pullman for sleeping, a dining and
lounge car, and a special shop car
with two mechanics which carried
fuel and spare
parts for everything.
The entourage included
Rodgers’
wife and
mother.
After successfully
flying 100
miles on
the first day, next morning
Rodgers caught a wing on a
tree while taking off and
crashed into a chicken coop,
shearing off the wing and
lacerating his skull. The following day, he was forced
down in Binghamton, New
York, trying to avoid a flock
of crows. Over Elmira, he
was nearly killed in a lightning storm, and while he
was trying to locate Akron,
Ohio strong winds blew him
into a cow pasture where
he spent the night fending
off cows that wanted to lick
the glue off his plane’s fabric.
In Huntington, Indiana, he
crashed into a fence,

smashing both propellers, a
wing, and the landing gear.
After a week’s repair, he
flew on to Chicago, where
he performed aerial stunts
for inmates gathered in the
yard of the Joliet penitentiary. At Kansas City, he
flew southwest to avoid the
Rocky Mountains,
taking 14 days and
23 landings – half
of them unplanned
– just to get out of
the state of Texas.
By then, his 30-day
window for the
prize was exhausted, but he flew on
anyway to prove a
point. On his arrival in Arizona,
Rodgers crashed
and broke a leg.
After it was set in a
cast, he flew on
over the California desert,
but when Vin Fiz exploded a
cylinder, and sent hot steel
shrapnel tearing into his
arm and boiling oil spraying
in his face, he managed a
controlled crash in a dry
lake bed. Flying through
the 6,000 foot San Gorgonio
pass into coastal California,
the radiator sprung a leak
and wires of the magneto
began to unravel. He put
down in a plowed field, but
by now the only parts remaining from the original
flying machine were the
vertical rudder, the oil drip
pan, and a single wing strut.
Continued on pg 13

Preparing for Winter Weather—Continued
Your SAR Gear:
Making sure that your SAR
gear is ‘winterized’ right now is
crucial because there is no
worse time to overhaul your
gear than when you’ve been
called for a mission. Consulting
the official
gear lists is
the first step
but here are
a few things
you can do
right now to
‘winterize’
your gear:

Food that won’t
freeze
Hand warmers
Make sure your
sleeping bag is
rated for cold
weather
Check
the wa-

PA
WING
CONFERENCE

Extra field jacket
and fleece
Extra long underwear and heavy
wool socks
Make sure your
boots are waterproof and insulated

terproofing on all
of your gear

APRIL

This article isn’t the be-all-endall of winter preparedness but it
is designed to get you thinking
about how to prepare yourself
for the inclement weather we
will undoubtedly see this winter.

21-22
2017
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GROUP 3
HONORS 1007 WITH
THE FOLLOWING
AWARDS
GP3
SENIOR OF THE YEAR
Lt. C. Onesti
GP3
NCO OF THE YEAR
TSgt B. Kenny
GP3
CADET AIRMAN
OF THE YEAR
C/A1C C. Sauvikinas
FINANCE
OFFICER OF THE YEAR
Lt. Col E. Altzman
SAFETY
OFFICER OF THE YEAR
Lt.Col. S. ALtzman
PERSONNELL
OFFICER OF THE YEAR
Lt. W. Gotlieb
PROFESSIONAL DEV.
OFFICER OF THE YEAR
Lt. Wayne Gotlieb
AIRCREW MEMBER
OF THE YEAR
Capt. J. O’Meara
12

Encampment
Lt. C. Onesti, Squadron Commander
Cadets: Time to start thinking about encampment. It is the gateway to most of the awesome opportunities that CAP has in store
for your cadet career. Here is a quick overview:

What is encampment?
Encampment is an activity that immerses cadets into the full challenges and opportunities of cadet
life. Most programs are a weeklong and held on military installations, during the summer. Cadets
work together to develop leadership skills, investigate the aerospace
sciences
and
related
careers, commit to a habit of regular exercise, and solidify their character. Attending an encampment is
a prerequisite to attending National
Cadet Special activities and the Billy
Mitchell Award, whose recipients
are eligible to apply for scholarships.

taking in a safe environment. To
develop their resilience, cadets may
encounter momentary setbacks
toward their personal and team
goals during the carefully designed
activities. Adult guidance and encouragement from fellow cadets
ensures a supportive environment.

Encampment showcases the
Cadet Program’s regimented,
military-like training model in a
positive, age-appropriate manner
consistent with CAP and Air Force
traditions. Encampments operate
at a higher level of intensity in respect to the military aspects of cadet life than virtually any other cadet activity. The strictness, rigor,
sense of urgency, and overall exEncampment presents the five key pectations of military bearing will
traits of cadet life – the uniform,
be markedly more challenging at
aerospace themes, opportunities to encampment – yet still agelead, challenge, and fun – in an in- appropriate – compared with a
tensive environment that moves
weekly squadron meeting
cadets beyond their normal comor Saturday field exercise. Encampfort zones for personal
ments will be challenging but also
growth. Through activities such as fun and immensely rewarding!
rappelling, obstacle courses, firearms training, etc. Encampments
encourage safe, calculated risk-

Aerospace Education Continued
At last, on November 5,
1911 – 49 days out of New
York City – Rodgers landed
Vin Fiz on a race track in
Pasadena to the delight of a
crowd of 20,000 alerted to
his arrival by the Hearst
press. They hauled him
from the plane, wrapped
him in an American flag, and
paraded him through the
streets. Three days afterward, he flew on to the Pacific shore, where his engine
failed and he crashed on the
beach, breaking both legs,
several ribs, and his collarbone. Five months later, in
April, 1912, he decided to
chase a flock of seagulls
over Long Beach, when one
got stuck in his rudder, disabling it, and throwing Vin Fiz
out of control. In the ensuing crash, Rodgers’ neck was
broken, killing him.
Some might argue that Cal
Rodgers’ case was the exception, but they would be
wrong. Pilots were killed
somewhere every day in
crashed caused by mechanical or structural failure, and
pilot error. Airmen – and a
few air-women – were just
learning what the airplane
could and could not do, and
the only way to learn it was
through trial and
(sometimes fatal) error.

the English Channel. In
1912, she was killed after
being ejected from her open
-cockpit Bleriot monoplane,
lately christened The New
Vin Fiz, over Boston Harbor.
She was not wearing a seat
belt, as there were arguments at the time against
wearing one. Her death
settled the argument.

Clearly, there was a spirit of adventure that drove those early pioneers
far beyond what we would consider
reasonable limits of safety – perhaps
even sanity – but such was aviation
in its infancy. Without the experience and the knowledge passed
down by those early pioneers like
Cal Rodgers, the modern planes we
fly would not be as safe, reliable, or
even useful as they are today. From
those early designs, aircraft have
developed into protective structures
equipped with advanced safety and
navigation systems that modern pilots use to avoid weather and mountainous terrain. Pilot training prepares aviators for in-flight emergencies, such as power failure and special disorientation. CAP utilizes practices from commercial aviation –
recurrent training, cockpit resource
management, and strict maintenance schedules for example – to
make our flying even safer than
most of general aviation today.
Rodgers’ successor for the
Cal Rodgers is buried in the Alleghebottling company’s sponsor- ny Cemetery in Pittsburgh.
ship was a woman flyer:
handsome 37-year-old Harriet Quimby who had been
the first woman to fly across
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NEW SQUADRON COMMANDERS INTENT
1st Lt. C. Onesti

FEBRUARY
20
Winter Hawk
MARCH
13
First Aid
$25/person
APRIL
17
Wing Conference
MAY
8
Field Trip
Destination to be Decided
JUNE
12
Encampment
JULY
10
Field Trip
Destination to be Decided
AUGUST
21
Camping Weekend
SEPTEMBER
11
Emergency Services
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Purpose: Increase readiness to conduct local, state and federal missions.
Key Tasks:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Unit Management
Fitness & Resiliency
Safety
Supply & Maintenance Discipline
Training Management
Leader Development
Staff Proficiency

End State
Cadets and Seniors are fit, resilient & well trained. Leaders exhibit trust, character, competence and provide direction. Staffs are
technically, tactically and operationally proficient. The Unit has high
levels of readiness and camaraderie.
Specific Goals: Improved recruitment that achieves a fully functioning Cadet Flight or Flights and a Senior Officer Corp that is fully
staffed to support the Cadets and overall mission.
Improved Fund Acquisition that allows the unit to have funds
available to complete missions and improve unit morale by funding
training and school attendance for unit members.
Secure a new Squadron HQ that provides the unit a strategically
superior location for recruitment, mission achievement and community outreach.
Vision
th
The 1007 Squadron is ready to deploy and complete all missions decisively and safely.
Guidance
Subordinate commanders and staff officers are trusted to use
disciplined initiative within the commander’s intent without wasting
time requesting permission. Report up as situations develop. Request further guidance or support as necessary. The risk of accepting honest mistakes is worth high levels of initiative.

Cadet Conference
C/A1C Cassandra Sauvikinas, Element Leader
The Cadet Conference On the bus we
went. At 8:30, C/Amn Savukinas and C/
Amn Maddux from Squadron 1007
were on the road. With us, was C/Ab
Simms from another squadron. A long
1 ½ hr. drive was ahead of us. Once at
Fort
Indiantown
Gap, we
were
immediately
greeted
by our
Wing
Commander.
A large
crowd
was
right
inside
the
building
of everyone
from C/
Ab to C/
Col was
there. After the waiting area, we entered a large room with tables. They
each had a package of Swedish Fish,
probably leftover from another event.
We sat down with another squadron,
ready to hear the Wing Commander’s
speech. Surprisingly, someone else
was there and awarded Josiah Acosta
with his Spaatz. Later, was brunch.
There were bacon strips, omelets, potato cubes, fruits, and pancakes. Digital forensics was next. There was everything from information
leaks, to figuring
out a criminal's motives.
We learned
about what it
takes to be
a digital forensics
scientist,

and what you do. Following, there was
a beautiful presentation from the
Travis Manion foundation. This presentation was about the importance of
leadership. The quote of the day was
from this session “If not me, then
who?”.
This quote
was inspired by
Travis, a
marine,
when he
was about
to be deployed for
the second
time. His
family
wanted
him to
stay, but if
he didn’t
go, someone less
experienced
would
have to.
Unfortunately, Travis and his fellow marines
were ambushed on this mission. He
gave his life for his patrol to survive,
which they did. He was awarded the
Silver Star and Bronze Star for Valor.
Finally, lunch. There were hot dogs,
chips, ice cream, and cupcakes. The
most delicious lunch/dessert. Fortunately, lunch was short, that meant
more time for high “adventure activities” as CAP likes to call them. There
were ziplines, rock walls, and obstacle
courses. And of course, the rock wall
and the obstacle course were inflatable for safety. The trip home was tiring, but a day of learning and fun was
had.

WINTER
SCHOOL
Introduction to Winter OPS –
Basic introduction to cold
weather operations, clothing,
equipment, safety, first aid,
basic survival, search techniques, and woodsman ship.
This is not a prerequisite
course. This is designed for
students that have had no
experience in cold weather
operations.
Basic Course - First year
course emphasizing on navigation, winter search and rescue
techniques, cold weather survival, camp site selection, and
preparing for cold weather
operations, along with mission
scenarios, patient evacuation.
Advanced Course - A second
year course continuing the
education, skills and experiences of search & rescue operations in a cold weather environment. Prerequisite is completion of a Winter Ranger
School.
Special Advanced Course Designed for cadets and seniors who have attended the
Advanced Winter Course. The
course will include field mobility, advanced search, winter
survival, natural shelters, and
team leader skills.
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JANUARY 2018
Sun

7

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

New Years Day

Sq. Meeting

8

9

Group 3 Conf.
10

11

12

13

17

18

19

20

Sq. Meeting
14

15

16
Sq. Meeting

21

22

23

Sq. Meeting
24

25

26

27

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

Sq. Meeting

Valentine’s Day

19

20

21

President’s Day

Sq. Meeting

26

27

Sq. Meeting
28

29

30

31

Sq. Meeting

FEBRUARY 2018
Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

6

Wed

Sq. Meeting
11

12

HM WINTER SCHOOL

18
HM WINTER SCHOOL

25

Sq. Meeting
6

28

Sq. Meeting
22

23

24

MARCH 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Sq. Meeting
13

14

15

16

17

19

Sq. Meeting
20

18

Sq. Meeting
21

22

23

28

29

30

24

Sq. Meeting
25

26

27

31
Good Friday
PASSOVER

Sq. Meeting

APRIL 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

Sq. Meeting

Easter Sunday

PASSOVER

8

9

10
Sq. Meeting

15

16

17
Sq. Meeting

22

23

25

26

27

28

Sq. Meeting

Conference

29

24

PA Wing

30

17
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